
TEXT STRUCTURES 
AND

GRADES

3-12

Copyright ©2023 by SAGE Publications, Inc.  
This work may not be reproduced or distributed in any form or by any means without express written permission of the publisher.

Do n
ot 

co
py

, p
os

t, o
r d

ist
rib

ute



To my parents, who embody fairness, humility, and wisdom

—Gretchen

To my grandma, who embodied generosity, acceptance, and strength

—Jayne

Copyright ©2023 by SAGE Publications, Inc.  
This work may not be reproduced or distributed in any form or by any means without express written permission of the publisher.

Do n
ot 

co
py

, p
os

t, o
r d

ist
rib

ute



TEXT STRUCTURES 
AND

Teaching Students to Write 
About What They Read 

GRADES

3-12

Gretchen Bernabei
Jayne Hover

Copyright ©2023 by SAGE Publications, Inc.  
This work may not be reproduced or distributed in any form or by any means without express written permission of the publisher.

Do n
ot 

co
py

, p
os

t, o
r d

ist
rib

ute



FOR INFORMATION:

Corwin

A SAGE Company

2455 Teller Road

Thousand Oaks, California 91320

(800) 233-9936

www.corwin.com

SAGE Publications Ltd.

1 Oliver’s Yard

55 City Road

London EC1Y 1SP

United Kingdom

SAGE Publications India Pvt. Ltd.

B 1/I 1 Mohan Cooperative Industrial Area

Mathura Road, New Delhi 110 044

India

SAGE Publications Asia-Pacific Pte. Ltd.

18 Cross Street #10-10/11/12

China Square Central

Singapore 048423

President:  Mike Soules

Vice President and Editorial Director:  Monica Eckman

Director and Publisher, Corwin Classroom:  Lisa Luedeke

Senior Content Development Manager:  Julie Nemer

Associate Content Development Editor:  Sarah Ross

Editorial Assistant:  Nancy Chung

Project Editor:  Amy Schroller

Copy Editor:  Erin Livingston

Typesetter:  C&M Digitals (P) Ltd.

Proofreader:  Lawrence W. Baker

Cover Designer:  Gail Buschman

Marketing Manager:  Megan Naidl

Copyright  2023 by Corwin Press, Inc.

All rights reserved. Except as permitted by U.S. copyright law, no part 
of this work may be reproduced or distributed in any form or by any 
means, or stored in a database or retrieval system, without permission 
in writing from the publisher.

When forms and sample documents appearing in this work are 
intended for reproduction, they will be marked as such. Reproduction 
of their use is authorized for educational use by educators, local school 
sites, and/or noncommercial or nonprofit entities that have purchased 
the book.

All third-party trademarks referenced or depicted herein are included 
solely for the purpose of illustration and are the property of their 
respective owners. Reference to these trademarks in no way indicates 
any relationship with, or endorsement by, the trademark owner.

Printed in the United States of America

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Bernabei, Gretchen S., author. | Hover, Jayne, author. 

Title: Text structures and fables : teaching students to write about what     
they read, grades 3-12 / Gretchen Bernabei, Jayne Hover.  

Description: Thousand Oaks, California : Corwin Literacy, [2023] | 
Includes bibliographical references. 

Identifiers: LCCN 2022033330 | ISBN 9781071894248 (paperback) | 
ISBN 9781071901458 (epub) | ISBN 9781071901472 (epub) |  
ISBN 9781071901489 (pdf)  

Subjects: LCSH: Composition (Language arts)—Study and teaching  
(Elementary)—Activity programs. | Composition (Language arts)—Study 
and teaching (Secondary)—Activity programs. | English language—
Composition and exercises—Study and teaching (Elementary) |  
English language—Composition and exercises—Study and teaching  
(Secondary) | Fables—Study and teaching (Elementary) | 
Fables—Study and teaching (Secondary) | Educational tests and 
measurements—Texas. 

Classification: LCC LB1576 .B4836 2023 | DDC 372.62/3044—dc23/
eng/20220803  
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2022033330

This book is printed on acid-free paper.

22 23 24 25 26 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

DISCLAIMER: This book may direct you to access third-party content via Web links, QR codes, or other scannable technolo-
gies, which are provided for your reference by the author(s). Corwin makes no guarantee that such third-party content will be 
available for your use and encourages you to review the terms and conditions of such third-party content. Corwin takes no 
responsibility and assumes no liability for your use of any third-party content, nor does Corwin approve, sponsor, endorse, 
verify, or certify such third-party content.

Copyright ©2023 by SAGE Publications, Inc.  
This work may not be reproduced or distributed in any form or by any means without express written permission of the publisher.

Do n
ot 

co
py

, p
os

t, o
r d

ist
rib

ute



Contents
Acknowledgments	 xi

Introduction	 1

PART I. BUILDING STRONG READERS AND WRITERS	 13

LESSON 1. RESPONDING TO READING	 15

Teaching Note	 20
Student Samples	 21
Variation	 24

LESSON 2. WRITING FICTION FOR READERS	 26

Student Samples	 28

LESSON 3. WRITING ESSAYS ABOUT THE MORAL	 30

Text Structures	 34
Student Samples	 37

FABLE THEMES 1–10	 39

THEME 1: GENEROSITY VS. GREED	 39

The Miser	 39
The Donkey and His Shadow	 39
The Goose With the Golden Eggs	 40
The Fisherman and the Little Fish	 40
The Woman and Her Hen	 40

THEME 2: HONESTY VS. DECEIT	 41

The Shepherd Boy and the Wolf	 41
The Donkey in the Lion’s Skin	 41	
Mercury and the Woodman	 42
The Shipwrecked Impostor	 43
The Thief and the Innkeeper	 43

THEME 3: REASONABLENESS VS. IMPULSIVENESS	 44

The Flies and the Honey	 44
The Wolf, the Goat, and the Kid	 44
The Tortoise and the Eagle	 44
The Lion, the Fox, and the Beasts	 45
The Fox and the Ape	 45

Copyright ©2023 by SAGE Publications, Inc.  
This work may not be reproduced or distributed in any form or by any means without express written permission of the publisher.

Do n
ot 

co
py

, p
os

t, o
r d

ist
rib

ute



THEME 4: PERSUASION VS. INEFFECTIVENESS	 46

The Swan and the Goose	 46
The Town Mouse and the Country Mouse	 46
The Gnat and the Bull	 47
The Huntsman and the Fisherman	 47
The North Wind and the Sun	 47

THEME 5: LOYALTY VS. BETRAYAL	 48

The Fox and the Stork	 48
The Lion’s Share	 48
The Monkeys and Their Mother	 48
The Horse, the Hunter, and the Stag	 49
The Donkey, the Fox, and the Lion	 49

THEME 6: HELPFULNESS VS. SELFISHNESS	 50

The Serpent and the Eagle	 50
The Two Pots	 50
The Belly and the Members	 51
The Wolf and the Crane	 51
The Dove and the Ant	 51

THEME 7: AUTHENTIC VS. FAKE	 52

The Lion and the Donkey	 52
The Monkey and the Cat	 52
The Donkey Carrying the Image	 52
The Peacock and the Crane	 53
The Horse and the Groom	 53

THEME 8: ACCEPTANCE VS. JUDGMENT	 54

The Boys and the Frogs	 54
The Fox and the Grapes	 54
The Raven and the Swan	 54
The Geese and the Cranes	 54
The Hares and the Frogs	 55

THEME 9: COMMON SENSE VS. HEEDLESSNESS	 56

The Hen and the Swallow	 56
The Donkey, the Rooster, and the Lion	 56
The Dogs and the Hides	 56
The Raven and the Snake	 56
The Cat and the Mice	 57

THEME 10: GRATITUDE VS. INGRATITUDE	 58

The Shepherd and the Sheep	 58
The Frogs Asking for a King	 58
The Hawk and the Nightingale	 59
The Travelers and the Plane Tree	 59
The Heron	 59

Copyright ©2023 by SAGE Publications, Inc.  
This work may not be reproduced or distributed in any form or by any means without express written permission of the publisher.

Do n
ot 

co
py

, p
os

t, o
r d

ist
rib

ute



PART II. ASSESSING STRONG READERS AND WRITERS	 61

LESSON 4. WRITING ANSWERS TO COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS	 65

Understanding What You Read: Constructed Response Questions	 68
Student Samples	 70
Glimpses From Journals	 72

LESSON 5. WRITING ANSWERS ABOUT THE AUTHOR’S CRAFT	 74

Author’s Choice Questions From Simpler to More Complex	 76
Student Samples	 78
Glimpses From Journals	 80

FABLE THEMES 11–20	 83

THEME 11: WISDOM VS. FOOLISHNESS	 83

The Birds, the Beasts, and the Bat	 83
The Donkey and the Wolf	 83
The Dog and the Reflection	 83
The Miller, His Son, and Their Donkey	 84
The Seagull and the Owl	 84

THEME 12: PREPAREDNESS VS. SLOTHFULNESS	 85

The Astrologer	 85
The Bees, the Wasps, and the Hornet	 85
The Cat and the Fox	 86
The Wild Boar and the Fox	 86
The Young Man and the Swallow	 86

THEME 13: PRUDENCE VS. RASHNESS	 87

The Lark and Her Young Ones	 87
Belling the Cat	 87
The Frogs and the Well	 88
The Fox and the Goat	 88
The Donkey and the Grasshopper	 88

THEME 14: GENUINENESS VS. INSINCERITY	 89

The Fox Without His Tail	 89
The Ant and the Chrysalis	 89
The Fox, the Rooster, and the Dog	 90
The Wolf and the Goat	 90
The Lamb and the Wolf	 91

THEME 15: HUMILITY VS. PRIDE	 92

The Lion and the Wolf	 92
The Fox and the Crow	 92
The Quack Frog	 92
The Vain Jackdaw	 93
The Fighting Roosters and the Eagle	 93

Copyright ©2023 by SAGE Publications, Inc.  
This work may not be reproduced or distributed in any form or by any means without express written permission of the publisher.

Do n
ot 

co
py

, p
os

t, o
r d

ist
rib

ute



THEME 16: NAIVE VS. CUNNING	 94

The Wolf and the Lion	 94
The Sheep and the Pig	 94
The Heifer and the Ox	 94
The Dove and the Crows	 95
The Frog and the Ox	 95

THEME 17: DETERMINATION VS. STUBBORNNESS	 96

The Old Man and the Three Young Men	 96
The Donkey Carrying Salt	 96
The Donkey and His Driver	 96
The Lion and the Gnat	 97
The Bat and the Weasels	 97

THEME 18: FRIENDS VS. ENEMIES	 98

The Bear and the Two Travelers	 98
The Hare With Many Friends	 98
The Farmer and the Stork	 99
The Dog and the Hare	 99
The Wolves and the Sheep	 99

THEME 19: FAIRNESS VS. TRICKERY	 100

The Monkey and the Dolphin	 100
The Eagle, the Cat, and the Wild Sow	 100
A Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing	 101
The Rooster and the Fox	 101
The Wolf and the Shepherd	 102

THEME 20: CARING VS. CALLOUSNESS	 103

The Lion and the Mouse	 103
The Dogs and the Fox	 103
The Sick Stag	 103
The Eagle and the Fox	 104
The Laborer and the Nightingale	 104

PART III. USING NONTRADITIONAL FORMATS 	 105

Using These Strategies in the Content Area	 108
Show Me You Did Your Reading	 110

LESSON 6. THE QA12345 DIALOGUE	 111

QA12345 Script	 113
Practice Questions	 113
Student Samples	 114

LESSON 7. INFOSHOT (CUBING): SHOW WHAT YOU KNOW	 117

Student Samples	 120

LESSON 8. BA-DA-BING	 124

Student Samples	 126

Copyright ©2023 by SAGE Publications, Inc.  
This work may not be reproduced or distributed in any form or by any means without express written permission of the publisher.

Do n
ot 

co
py

, p
os

t, o
r d

ist
rib

ute



LESSON 9. THREE-THINGS RESPONSE	 131

Student Samples	 133

LESSON 10. ONE-LINERS	 137

Student Samples	 138

FABLE THEMES 21–30	 139

THEME 21: CONTENTMENT VS. ENVY	 139

The Milkmaid and Her Pot of Milk	 139
The Donkey and the Lapdog	 139
The Stag and His Reflection	 140
The Owl and the Grasshopper	 140
The Donkey and His Masters	 140

THEME 22: HARD WORK VS. LAZINESS	 141

The Ants and the Grasshopper	 141
The Oxen and the Wheels	 141
The Farmer and His Sons	 142
The Blind Man and the Lame Man	 142
The Horse and the Loaded Donkey	 142

THEME 23: STRENGTH VS. WEAKNESS	 143

The Lion and the Three Bulls	 143
The Fox and the Pheasants	 143
The Bear and the Beehives	 144
The Kid and the Wolf	 144
The Great and the Little Fishes	 144

THEME 24: HOPE VS. REALITY	 145

The Dog and the Oyster	 145
The Monkey and the Camel	 145
The Trumpeter Taken Prisoner	 145
The Boy and the Filberts	 146
The One-Eyed Doe	 146

THEME 25: FORGIVENESS VS. REVENGE	 147

The Dog in the Manger	 147
The Eagle and the Beetle	 147
The Father and His Sons	 148
The Bee and Jupiter	 148
The Bald Man and the Fly	 148

THEME 26: BRAVERY VS. COWARDICE	 149

The Doe and the Fawn	 149
The Wolf and the Kid	 149
The Hunter and the Woodman	 150
The Boy and the Nettles	 150
The Vixen and the Lioness	 150

Copyright ©2023 by SAGE Publications, Inc.  
This work may not be reproduced or distributed in any form or by any means without express written permission of the publisher.

Do n
ot 

co
py

, p
os

t, o
r d

ist
rib

ute



THEME 27: ACCOMMODATING VS. UNPLEASANT	 151

The Goatherd and the Goats	 151
The Father and His Two Daughters	 151
Jupiter and the Monkey	 151
The Two Goats	 152
The Man and the Lion	 152

THEME 28: PERSEVERANCE VS. APATHY	 153

The Hare and the Tortoise	 153
Hercules and the Wagoner	 153
The Wolf and the House Dog	 154
The Swallow and the Other Birds	 155
The Crow and the Pitcher	 155

THEME 29: MINDFULNESS VS. IGNORANCE	 156

The Eagle and the Jackdaw	 156
The Dancing Monkeys	 156
The Hare and the Hound	 156
The Woodman and the Serpent	 157
The Eagle and the Arrow	 157

THEME 30: RESPECTFULNESS VS. RUDENESS	 158

The Fox and the Leopard	 158
The Porcupine and the Snakes	 158
The Crab and Its Mother	 158
The Lion, the Bear, and the Fox	 159
The Bull and the Goat	 159

Appendix	 161
References	 185

Visit the companion website at 
resources.corwin.com/textstructuresandfables 

for downloadable text structures, fables, and other 
resources related to Text Structures and Fables.

online
resources

Copyright ©2023 by SAGE Publications, Inc.  
This work may not be reproduced or distributed in any form or by any means without express written permission of the publisher.

Do n
ot 

co
py

, p
os

t, o
r d

ist
rib

ute



xi

Acknowledgments
We deeply appreciate our Corwin Literacy family: Lisa Luedeke, Tori Bachman, Julie 
Nemer, Sarah Ross, Sharon Wu, Nancy Chung, Gail Buschman, Melanie Birdsall, and 
Amy Schroller.

We love growing and learning together with our extended Trail of Breadcrumbs family: 
Dave and Judi Reimer, Nicole Morales, Honor Moorman, Stephen and Kayla Briseño, 
Stacy Lewis, Maureen Uclés, Amy Doege, Dottie Hall, Jennifer Martin, Alicia Narvaez, 
Gina Graham, Marie Cleary, Paul Erickson, Jennifer Payne, and Catherine McGough.

Tireless literacy leaders: Elizabeth Stephens, Nanette Roska, Carol Booth Olson, Jowie 
Walker, Stacy Horton, Beth Moore, Barbara Wells, Jennifer Robertson, Jeannie Istre, 
Gregory Reeves, Jim Lorenz, Brandian Bufford, Rene Jackson, Caron Sharp, Susan 
Diaz, Christine Evans, Prissy Peters, Amber Renteria, Gil-Rey Madrid, Adrienne Horton, 
Jana Andrews, Lydia Walden, Cori Spellane, Zulma Vasquez, Veronica Cuenca-Wilson, 
Betsy Asheim, Michelle Garza, Marsha Santos, Cesar Lopez, Melissa Skinner, Beth 
McDaniel, Mantequilla Green, Beth Klammer, Melanie Mayer, Jennifer Martin, Lorrie 
Payne, Roxane Greer, Stephanie Cash, Ashley Grahmann, Miguel Guhlin, Becky Waller, 
Katherine Pearce, Dana Felts, Kristi Mullins, Ashley Evans, Jennifer Sisk, Kila Bach, 
Shona Rose, and Tim Martindell.

Dedicated teachers: Michelle Hopkins, Susan B. Garcia, Dana Cullimore, Vanessa 
Griffith, Crystal Modawell, Stacy Sauerwein, Amber Owens, Mary Coleman, Paige 
Castellon, Dina Hinojosa, Melinda Bonkosky, Sharon McGrew, Melody Kneupper, 
LaShanda Moss-Hill, Lisa Reeves, Edith O’Canas, Craig Price, Arian Garza, Bonnie 
Cabeza, Natalie Gonzalez, Lisa Taiclet, Feliciano Garcia, Cheryl Baca, Melissa 
Thompson, and Ken Light.

Kubasaki Dragons: Kathleen Volkmann, Rona Tison, Dave Tarbell, Vanessa Van Dyken, 
Kathleen Nygard, Jill Bradshaw, Linda Centell, Richard Lee, Allen Trivett, Mary Sullivan-
Trivett, Linda Westerberg, Tim Gilliland, Carol Canavan, Mark Wellman, Ami Warren, 
and Lisa Van Dyken.

Finally, especially from Gretchen: Mary Sue, Matilde and Julian, Bert and Dixie.

And from Jayne: Thank you, Jim, for being a supportive, encouraging, helpful husband. 
Your generous spirit gives me all I need to pursue my dreams.

Copyright ©2023 by SAGE Publications, Inc.  
This work may not be reproduced or distributed in any form or by any means without express written permission of the publisher.

Do n
ot 

co
py

, p
os

t, o
r d

ist
rib

ute



Copyright ©2023 by SAGE Publications, Inc.  
This work may not be reproduced or distributed in any form or by any means without express written permission of the publisher.

Do n
ot 

co
py

, p
os

t, o
r d

ist
rib

ute



Part I

Building Strong Readers 
and Writers
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There’s no substitute for direct, explicit, clear instruction.

Before we ask students to answer questions on a test—before we ask them to analyze 
on demand the effect of an author’s choices on their audience of readers—our students 
must have some of those experiences as readers. They must be the reader being 
affected. They must be the person who said, “Ah! This character is a scoundrel!” or 
“This part brought a lump to my throat.”

Our students need to wear the hat of the reader and the writer as often as we can build 
it into our days. They might wear the hat of the writer for a few short minutes as the 
class looks at one of their sentences to admire its power or for longer when they share 
their writing.

The three lessons in this part help build a routine for using language to respond to 
reading. Moreover, these three lessons all put a person in contact with another person. 
They build relationships. And isn’t that what reading and writing are really for?

On the ‘90s TV series Northern Exposure, the poet/DJ Chris Stevens said, “If music 
is the pathway to the soul as Voltaire suggested, then speech is the pathway to other 
people. Live in silence and you live alone” (Smolan, 1991).

14  Text Structures and Fables
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LESSON 1. RESPONDING TO READING

Your students have read a story; then the discussion goes something like this:

You: What did you think about that story?

A third of them: It was okay.

Another third: It was boring.

Another third: It was good.

With too little guidance, students don’t have much to say, while too much guidance 
looks like test prep worksheets with correct answers built in. And do they need practice 
test questions for every single thing they read?

In fact, they don’t need a question at all in order to make a comment, but they do 
need to know what they’re being asked to do. This lesson gets them into the habit of 
generating a text-based, in-depth response from their swirling brainwork.

Text Structures for Basic Reader Response 

Story of my Thinking 

I used to think 

 

But this happened 

 

So now I know 

 

 

Character Feelings 

______ felt _______ 

 

I know because they 
__________ 

 

I also know because 
they said _______ 

 

 

Making a Connection 

When I read _______ 

 

I made a connection to 
(self, text, world) 

 

Because _______ 
______________ 

 

 

Summary 

Somebody wanted 
__________ 

 

But _____ 

 

So ____ 

 

Then  
_____ 

 

 

The Effect of an Author’s Choice 

The author uses... 
(choose one) 
� Vocabulary 
� Sensory Images 
� Figurative language 
� Something else  
    (name it)  __________ 

 

An example 

 

Another 
example 

 

This creates... 
(choose one) 
� A ______ mood 
� A ______ feeling 
� An understating of 
_______ 
� Something else 
    ___________ 

 

 

1
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Step 1. Read a fable.

•• Read or listen to a fable.

cc You could read more than one fable grouped in the same theme.

cc You could read or listen to a partner read a fable.

•• These fables are short; reread the fable again and again to pick up hidden de-
tails.

•• You may want to consider acting out the fable to internalize the story.

Step 2. Choose and use a text structure.

•• Choose a text structure from the basic response structures.

•• Let the structure help you write down what you noticed as you were reading.

•• When you have written something to go with each box, you have written a kernel 
essay.

16  Part I: Building Strong Readers and Writers
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Step 3. Share.

•• Read your kernel essay aloud to a partner or group.

•• Listen to a couple of kernel essays written by others.

Examples:

About “The Two Pots”

Structure: The effect of an author’s choice

The author uses personification when they have the two pots speak to each other. The 
two pots “had not gone ten paces before the earthen pot cracked.” The author did this 
in order to give the reader an understanding of how friends sometimes hurt each other 
like the pots did.

Andrew Beem, teacher

Text Structures for Basic Reader Response 

Story of my Thinking 

I used to think 

 

But this happened 

 

So now I know 

 

 

Character Feelings 

______ felt _______ 

 

I know because they 
__________ 

 

I also know because 
they said _______ 

 

 

Making a Connection 

When I read _______ 

 

I made a connection to 
(self, text, world) 

 

Because _______ 
______________ 

 

 

Summary 

Somebody wanted 
__________ 

 

But _____ 

 

So ____ 

 

Then  
_____ 

 

 

The Effect of an Author’s Choice 

The author uses... 
(choose one) 
� Vocabulary 
� Sensory Images 
� Figurative language 
� Something else  
    (name it)  __________ 

 

An example 

 

Another 
example 

 

This creates... 
(choose one) 
� A ______ mood 
� A ______ feeling 
� An understating of 
_______ 
� Something else 
    ___________ 
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Tip: Use this process with any text in any genre.

Lesson 1. Responding to Reading  19
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TEACHING NOTE
Our friend Lisa Taiclet shared her process. She introduced one structure each week 
to her fourth graders. The students taped a copy of the structure to the top of a page. 
At the end of silent reading time, her fourth graders used one structure each week. 
After five weeks, they had used all five. From that point on, she let them choose which 
structure they wanted to use. She said, “It’s making for good book discussions since 
they never all choose the same structure—or even if they do, they notice something 
different.”

20  Part I: Building Strong Readers and Writers
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STUDENT SAMPLES
The Story of My Thinking: about Don’t Call Me Pruneface!

Adyn, Grade 4

I used to think Paul was good as gold but he called Prudence Pruneface so now I know 
that Paul can be a little mean.

The Story of My Thinking: about Don’t Call Me Pruneface!

Braelyn, Grade 4

I used to think that Prudence would never change her ways but once Paul called her 
Pruneface she realized what it was like to be called names. So now I know that she did 
change and now Paul and Prudence are friends.

Making a Connection: about Wonder

Kamila, Grade 4

When I read about no one wanting to touch Auggie, I made a connection to the world 
because in real life, corona [COVID-19 is happening] right now and we can’t touch 
anybody.

Making a Connection: about The Three Little Wolves and the Big Bad Pig

Kamila, Grade 4

When I read about the Big Bad Pig and how cranky he was I made a text-to-self 
connection because sometimes I’m in a bad mood and do things that seem mean 
when I should stop and take some deep breaths like the pig did in the end.

Character Feelings: about Grace for President

Mel, Grade 4

Grace felt confused when she heard that there had never been a girl president. I know 
because she asked the teacher why and made posters for people to vote for her and 
because she said, “Go vote for a change.”

The Effect of an Author’s Choice: about Wonder

Mel, Grade 4

The author uses figurative language like when Mr. Tushman said that August “carried 
up the most hearts.” This creates an understanding of how August helped people not 
judge a book by its cover.

Lesson 1. Responding to Reading  21
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VARIATION
•• Let students choose (and copy) a striking line or phrase from their reading.

•• Choose a structure from the great lines page.

•• Let the structure help you write about your thoughts as you read.

•• Read your kernel essay to a partner or group.

•• Listen to several other kernel essays.

24  Part I: Building Strong Readers and Writers
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